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The missing documents are highly
classified reports on the Clinton ad-
ministration’s handling of al Qaeda
terror threats during the December
1999 millennium celebrations. They in-
cluded critical assessments of the U.S.
response to terrorist threats, as well as
identification of vulnerabilities at U.S.
airports and seaports.

Removing highly classified anti-ter-
rorism information from a secure area
is extremely dangerous, and misplacing
such information is absolutely inexcus-
able.

Mr. Berger has attributed his actions
to sloppiness. A person in Mr. Berger’s
position does know better than to do
something so irresponsible, and he
should be well aware of the serious con-
sequences.

The Justice Department is currently
conducting a criminal investigation.
We should render Mr. Berger the ben-
efit of the doubt, but these admitted
actions have the potential of under-
mining U.S. national security and dam-
aging the integrity of the September 11
Commission.

————

BUSH ADMINISTRATION SMEAR
CAMPAIGN

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, well,
here we go again. Anytime the heat is
on the Republicans, the Bush adminis-
tration, they leak something out and
try and smear somebody.

The 9/11 Commission report is coming
out tomorrow, and just 3 days before it
they bring up something that has been
investigated for 9 months. They leak it
out of the Justice Department.

Now, even conservative reporters like
Norm Ornstein and David Gurgin have
said they are enormously skeptical
about this whole thing. David Gurgin
said it is suspicious.

It is not suspicious. It is what they
always do. Whenever there is some-
thing coming up, they find a way to
leak out something like against Ms.
Gorelick on the 9/11 Commission. They
never wanted the commission, and now
it is going to come out and say bad
things about them. So they are going
to smear all the people around it as
quickly as possible.

That is a standard operating position
for these people, and it is despicable.
Why do they not let the Justice De-
partment do the report? It was 9 long
months ago it started. Let them bring
it out when there is going to be an in-
dictment.

We will do the same for the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. DELAY), and
we will do the same for all the Mem-
bers on the Republican side who want
to raise these kinds of issues. Why do
we not wait until the people in the Jus-
tice Department make the decision?

————
FINAL OVERTIME RULES

(Mr. OWENS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, on their
policy of liquidating overtime pay as
we know it, the Republican majority
should end their covert sabotage and
come out of the closet. The right to
overtime pay is a fundamental right
guaranteed for the past 66 years by the
Fair Labor Standards Act. For 6 mil-
lion or more American workers, how-
ever, that right will expire in exactly 1
month’s time.

On August 23, a Bush administration
rule will be implemented to strip hard-
working Americans, including certain
police officers, nurses, preschool teach-
ers and many others, of rightfully
earned overtime pay. Republicans must
admit their war on overtime. Come out
of the closet.

The House Republican leadership is
now refusing to bring the fiscal year
2005 Labor-HHS appropriations to the
floor. The Republicans fear the truth
and power of a Democratic amendment
to reverse this Bush rule and protect
workers’ rights to overtime pay. The
Republicans are afraid to expose their
unjust policy to the voters.

Under the Bush economic plan which
favors the haves and have-mores, an in-
creasing number of American workers
have had to rely on overtime wages
simply to pay their electricity bill or
their monthly mortgage.

But overtime for working families is
also an issue of fundamental fairness.
In Iraq, 90 percent of the frontline sol-
diers are the children of these working
families. Mandating that employees
work extra hours without adequate pay
is a betrayal of the trust of the fami-
lies of our heroes.

Vote ‘“‘yes’ on overtime pay. Bring it
to the floor today.

———
THE MAJORITY’S NEW STRATEGY

(Mr. ANDREWS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, 6 mil-
lion Americans are about to lose their
right to overtime protection, police of-
ficers, firefighters, preschool teachers;
and I believe that a majority of this
House is ready to vote against that
proposal and is ready to restrain that
proposal from becoming law.

I have, Mr. Speaker, to commend the
majority because they have found a
new way to subvert the will of the ma-
jority. On two occasions what the ma-
jority has done is permit a proposition
to come to the floor, lose, as they did
in the case of the Medicare vote, lose
as they did in the case of protecting
civil rights under an amendment to the
PATRIOT Act, and then fix the result
after they have lost.

This time they have come up with a
new strategy. Because the majority
knows it will lose this vote on over-
time, they are prohibiting the vote
from coming to the floor in the first
place.
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If the Labor-HHS appropriations bill
were reported out of committee and
brought to this floor, this House would
get a chance to work its will and defeat
this proposal that will deny 6 million
Americans the right to overtime.

I say, Mr. Speaker, to the majority,
bring it to the floor. Let the House
work its will. Let the majority protect
the rights of 6 million Americans.

———

THE CRISIS IN THE SUDAN

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, 1
come to the floor today with a sense of
urgency to call on my colleagues to act
now, before we adjourn, upon the crisis
that is developing more and worsening
every day in the Sudan.

Over 1 million Sudanese have been
displaced and 30,000 have been killed so
far in Darfur, and we understand that a
minimum of 1,000 people a day are
dying, being killed. Women and girls
are being systematically raped and
brutalized by thugs who have been re-
ported to sing with glee as they inflict
pain and humiliation beyond belief.

I stand here today not only as a
Member of the United States House of
Representatives but as a Jew, as part
of a people who are still haunted by the
killing of 6 million during World War
II, while there were people in the world
who knew what was happening, and as
a grandmother who does not want to
face my grandchildren who say to me,
Grandma, you were in the Congress
when people were killed in a genocide
in the Sudan, what did you do. That is
a question we all have to ask ourselves.

We should pass a resolution today be-
fore we leave this Congress that we will
act, not just talk about it.

———

WHEN THE HEAT IS ON, BUSH
TEAM USES NATIONAL SECU-
RITY INFORMATION FOR POLIT-
ICAL COVER

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, just 3
days prior to the release of the 9/11
Commission report critical of the Bush
administration’s lack of attention on
terrorism, a 7-month-old FBI investiga-
tion of former National Security Ad-
viser Sandy Berger was leaked to the
media. The timing of the leak is sort of
curious.

Previously, the Bush team has used
national security information and
memos to disparage 9/11 Commission
members who they did not like. Now,
tomorrow, the 9/11 Commission is pre-
paring to release their report, and we
know it will be bad for the Bush admin-
istration. We know we were not as safe
as we should have been on September
11, and we still mourn the thousands
who died that day.

The Bush administration opposed the
creation of the commission. They
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